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Mastering Articles in IELTS: a / an / the / -

What’s This About?

Articles—'a’, 'an’, and 'the'—may seem like small words, but they have a big impact on IELTS
grammar scores. Using them correctly shows control and fluency, while getting them wrong can
make even strong ideas feel unpolished.

This pack explains how English articles work, when to use them, and when to leave them out.
You’ll learn how to fix common mistakes like 'a education’, 'the pollution is problem’', and missing
articles in general nouns. By the end, your writing will sound cleaner, more academic, and more
natural to native readers.

IELTS Scoring Impact

Articles fall under Grammatical Range and Accuracy (GRA). Repeated mistakes with 'a’, 'an’, or
'the' suggest a weak grammar foundation—even if your vocabulary and ideas are strong.
Examiners expect Band 7+ writers to use articles naturally and correctly across all sentence

types.

Misused or missing articles don’t always block communication, but they reduce the fluency of
your writing. Correct article usage is one of the clearest signs that a learner has moved from
Band 6 to Band 7 control.

Common Mistakes
Many IELTS students either overuse 'the' or forget articles completely. These small errors happen

across all topics and band levels but are especially common in Band 5-6 writing.

Here are examples of typical mistakes:
- 'A education is important.' (should be 'Education is important.' or 'An education in science is



important.')

- 'The pollution is problem.' (should be 'Pollution is a problem."' or 'The pollution is a serious
problem.')

- 'Government should provide support.' (should be 'The government should provide support.')
- 'He works as teacher.' (should be 'He works as a teacher.')

These errors are often made unconsciously. That’s why reviewing article use sentence by
sentence is one of the fastest ways to clean up your grammar.

Rewrite Rules

Use these five rules to improve your article accuracy:
1. Use 'a/an' for general singular nouns when first introducing something:
- 'l saw a film last night."'

2. Use 'the' when the listener/reader knows what you're talking about (known or previously
mentioned):
- 'The film was exciting.'

3. Use no article () for most plural and uncountable nouns when speaking generally:
- 'Pollution is a serious issue.' / 'Cars cause pollution.'

4. Use 'the' with superlatives and unique nouns:
- 'The best solution is education.' / 'The environment must be protected.'

5. Use 'a' for jobs and roles:
- 'She is a doctor.' / 'He works as a lawyer.'

Comparison Examples

Band 5:
Education is a important. Government has responsibility. The health is problem in cities. People
go to university for get a job.

Band 7:

Education is important. The government has a responsibility to support citizens. Health is a
major problem in many cities. People go to university to get a job and improve their
opportunities.

Rewrite Practice



Correct the article mistakes:

"A air pollution is becoming serious issue. Government needs to take action. The education
should be focus for future. She became teacher last year."

Fix any missing, wrong, or unnecessary articles in the paragraph.

Mini Quiz: Which sentence uses articles correctly?

Choose the correct sentence:

A. The pollution is increasing problem.
B. A education system must be improved.
C. The environment is a global concern.

Strategy Add-ons

- Read your writing aloud. If a noun feels abrupt, it may need an article.

- Build a checklist of common nouns in your topics (e.g., 'government', 'education’, 'health') and
test them with and without articles.

- When editing your essay, highlight every noun and check for article consistency.

- Use model essays to study article use in real IELTS contexts.

Learning when to use, skip, or repeat articles gives your writing a natural academic flow. It also
reduces awkward or robotic sentence structure.

Paragraph Upgrade Exercise

Band 5:
Pollution is issue for society. A cities must change how people use the transportation. The
education can help, but solution is not easy.

Band 7:
Pollution is a major issue for society. Cities must change how people use transportation.
Education can help, but the solution is not easy.

Get in Touch

Articles are small, but they leave a big mark on how professional your writing sounds. If you're
unsure about when to use 'a’, 'the', or no article, this is one of the easiest upgrades you can
make for a higher grammar score.



-~ Book a 30-minute session at: https://ieltsjack.com
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