
	

Mastering Countable and Uncountable Nouns in IELTS Wri:ng 

What’s This About? 
This	grammar	pack	tackles	a	key	problem	many	IELTS	students	face:	the	misuse	of	
countable	and	uncountable	nouns.	Mistakes	like	saying	'an	advice'	or	'a	pollution'	can	
instantly	make	writing	sound	unnatural	and	affect	clarity.	Students	also	often	misapply	
quantiBiers	such	as	'many',	'much',	or	'a	lot	of'	without	understanding	how	noun	types	affect	
these	choices.	

IELTS Scoring Impact 
Errors	with	noun	types	can	impact	both	Grammatical	Range	and	Accuracy	(GRA)	and	
Coherence	and	Cohesion	(CC).	They	disrupt	the	Blow	of	writing	and	show	a	lack	of	control	
over	basic	structures.	These	are	typical	of	Band	5–6	essays.	Mastery	of	noun	forms	and	the	
right	quantiBiers	is	key	to	sounding	natural	and	polished.	

Common Mistakes 
-	Using	'an	advice'	instead	of	'some	advice'	
-	Saying	'a	pollution'	or	'pollutions'	instead	of	just	'pollution'	
-	Writing	'many	information'	instead	of	'much	information'	or	'a	piece	of	information'	
-	Saying	'equipments'	instead	of	'equipment'	
-	Using	'a	news',	'a	furniture',	or	'a	trafBic'	

Rewrite Rules 
1.	Never	add	's'	to	uncountable	nouns.	
2.	Use	'some',	'much',	or	'a	piece	of'	with	uncountables.	
3.	Use	'a/an'	or	numbers	only	with	countable	nouns.	
4.	Always	learn	nouns	in	pairs:	word	+	type	(e.g.,	'advice	–	uncountable').	
5.	Use	quantiBiers	like	'many/few'	for	countables,	'much/little'	for	uncountables.	

Comparison Examples 
Incorrect:	I	received	an	advice	from	my	teacher.	
Correct:	I	received	some	advice	from	my	teacher.	
	
Incorrect:	There	are	many	pollutions	in	the	city.	
Correct:	There	is	a	lot	of	pollution	in	the	city.	
	
Incorrect:	She	gave	me	many	information.	
Correct:	She	gave	me	useful	information.	



Rewrite Prac:ce 
Fix	the	countable/uncountable	errors:	
	
1.	I	need	an	equipment	for	my	gym.	
2.	There	are	too	many	trafBics	in	my	area.	
3.	He	received	a	good	feedbacks	from	the	team.	
4.	A	news	was	announced	yesterday.	

Mini Quiz 
Choose	the	correct	option:	
	
1.	I	need	________	information	before	I	decide.	
			a)	many	
			b)	some	
			c)	a	
	
2.	How	________	furniture	did	you	buy?	
			a)	much	
			b)	many	
			c)	few	
	
3.	She	gave	me	________	useful	advice.	
			a)	an	
			b)	some	
			c)	one	

Strategy Add-ons 
-	Keep	a	personal	list	of	uncountable	nouns.	
-	Use	'some',	'a	lot	of',	or	'a	piece	of'	with	them.	
-	If	you're	unsure,	rephrase:	say	'some	feedback'	instead	of	'a	feedback'.	

Paragraph Upgrade 
Band	5	Example:	

There	are	many	pollutions	in	the	cities,	and	people	get	a	bad	health.	We	need	new	
equipments	to	help	reduce	the	problem.	

Band	7	Upgrade:	

There	is	a	great	deal	of	pollution	in	many	cities,	which	negatively	affects	public	health.	New	
equipment	and	policies	are	needed	to	address	the	issue	effectively.	

Get in Touch 
Want	more	help	with	IELTS	grammar	and	writing?	Book	a	30-minute	session	at	
ieltsjack.com	and	get	personal	feedback	on	your	writing.	
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